






 

 

 
'Regarding Cultural Provision as a Vital Part of part of CIL' 
 

      
 

The current CIL consultation provides the Council with the opportunity to a) deal with certain 
planning policy inconsistencies and b) to include CIL as an important tool in addressing the city's 
gaps in cultural provision and infrastructure. 
 
Cultural wellbeing is identified as one of the twelve core planning principles underpinning both 
plan-making and decision-making in the National Planning Policy Framework. 
 
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Infrastructure Funding Gap Assessment (December 
2022) furthermore references Paragraph 20 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2021) -   
‘Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and design quality of 
places, and make sufficient provision for: (a) housing (including affordable housing), employment, 
retail, leisure and other commercial development; (b) infrastructure for transport, 
telecommunications, security, waste management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and 
coastal change management, and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat); (c) 
community facilities (such as health, education and cultural infrastructure); and (d) 
conservation and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, including landscapes 
and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address climate change mitigation and 
adaptation’  
 
Yet in section 3 of ‘Infrastructure Funding Requirements’ there is no reference to any funding 
requirements for cultural infrastructure. The statement accompanying table 1 ‘indicates the full 
level of funding required for infrastructure within the authority, other funding streams may also 
contribute. The table simply shows items to which CIL could contribute and where there is as yet 
no other confirmed funding to fully cover their costs.’ 
 
This would suggest that the Local Authority believes that there is no funding gap for cultural 
infrastructure within the City of York or that the City of York Council does not believe that CIL 
payments should applied to culture, which is at odds with NPPF guidance as quoted by the 
council themselves. 
 
Yet, as York's Culture Strategy ('York's Creative Future 2020-25') makes clear, this is 
emphatically not the case, as one of its key outcomes is to 'secure new funding to support 
culture' to fill the current gap.  
 
Furthermore, Local Plan Policy D3 - Cultural Provision makes it clear that 'development 
proposals will be supported where they are designed to sustain, enhance, and add value to the 
special qualities and significance of York’s cultural character, assets, capacity, activities, and 
opportunities for access'. It goes on to state: ' Development should deliver a multi-functional 
public realm comprising streets and spaces that can accommodate a range of appropriate arts and 
cultural uses and activities both now and in the future, providing animation, vitality and inclusion. 
Major development schemes and significant schemes at whatever scale should also enable the 
delivery of permanent and temporary public arts, promoting a multi-disciplinary approach to 
commissioning artists in the design process itself as part of design and masterplanning teams. 
Facilities and resources, including funding, for arts and cultural activity both within and 
beyond the development period...will also be supported.  
 
The current CIL consultation provides the Council with the opportunity to deal with these policy 
inconsistencies and address the city's gaps in cultural provision and infrastructure. 
  
Given the recognised importance of diverse and accessible cultural infrastructure to York's future, I 
strongly recommend that the Council include within the CIL Evidence Base and Infrastructure 
Funding Gap an assessment of the needs of the city’s Cultural Infrastructure alongside the other 
forms of infrastructure that is covered.  




