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Useful contacts

City of York Council
Public Rights of Way team:

Tel: 01904 551550
Email: rightsofway@york.gov.uk

ITravel York 
Tel: 01904 551400 

Visit York 
Tel: 01904 909487 

 

Walk 6



Walk 6

Wheldrake Via Wheldrake Lane and
Benjy Lane.

Distance: 6 miles
Time: 21/2 hours
Stiles: 1
Gates: 1
Parking: Off Road parking, Broad
Highway.
Public Transport: Bus No.24

Broad Highway is a quiet lane linking
Wheldrake Village with Wheldrake
Woods and Elvington airfield. To reach
Broad Highway travelling from York
and Crockey Hill, proceed along the
main road through Wheldrake Village
and turn left just before the pub and
church. Take the first left and the next
right after passing the school. Parking
is available after the houses where
Broad Highway continues into open
country.

outstanding populations of breeding and
wintering birds. In light of this, the reserve has
been declared a Special Protection Area and a
Ramsar site recognising its importance as a
habitat for birds.

Wheldrake Wood, at the
top of Broad Highway,
is a Forestry
Commission
plantation of
predominately pine
trees. The wood is
established on what
was formerly lowland
heath and areas of the
wood, which still maintain
the underlying heath land characteristics, are
being actively managed to support this
habitat.

www.british-history.ac.uk

Wheldrake lies a short distance from the east
bank of the river Derwent about 6 miles south
east of York. The first element of the name
Wheldrake may refer to the historical presence
of wells or springs that occur on the site of
village. This idea is supported by mention in
historic text of a now abandoned village
nearby called Waterhouses.

East of the village of Wheldrake is the River
Derwent. Wheldrake Ings, part of a series of
flood meadows in The Lower Derwent Valley,
supports a rich diversity of plant species and
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