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The Council is undertaking further work, in conjunction with consultants, 

on renewable energy to assess the potential of sites for renewable 

energy use. This Appendix sets out the methodology and results of the 

assessment undertaken for identifying sites with potential for renewable 

energy where they were submitted specifically for this use through the 

2012 Call for Sites or the Local Plan Preferred Options consultation.   
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The following methodology has been used for assessing the sites: 

 

�	���� �����"!���#�������$�����"%&�

Table A8.1  sets out the evaluation criteria used for assessing sites. In 

addition to these criterion, there are other general issues that need to be 

considered when looking at solar PV development. 

• Security of a solar farm is an important consideration. Sites are 

generally surrounded by security fencing with CCTV installed. 

Natural features such as hills, rivers etc can assist in securing a 

site as can the avoidance of an isolated site. 

• Delivery of solar panels and associated equipment is done by 

standard vehicles with no abnormal loads required. 

• Grid capacity and proximity. Should a development be considered, 

there are two important factors to be considered: the distance of 

the nearest grid connection point and the capacity of the local 

network to accept the additional electricity generated by the solar 

farm. 
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Table A8.2 sets out the assessment of the two sites submitted for Solar 

PV use and their associated scoring between 1 and 3 based on the 

criteria in Table A8.1.  

'�����	��
������������ ���(��������"%��������

Site Ref 772 750 
Strategic Site Knapton Moor, 

Wetherby Rd 
 

Hermitage Farmland, 
Towthorpe Moor Lane  

Assessment Score Assessment Score 
Area Available 1.9 ha 3 8.8 ha 2 
Land Use Agricultural 3 Agricultural 3 
Topography Flat 1 Mostly flat, small 

hill in western 
area 

2 

Sensitivity No designation 
apparent 

1 Towthorpe Dam 
hill Area of Local 
interest located 
directly south. 
Strensall 
Common Nature 
reserve and 
Special Area of 
Conservation 
(SAC) is located 
directly north. 

2 

Flood risk Low 1 None 1 
Glint and Glare Passing drivers 2 No receptors 1 
Landscape and 
Visual 

Isolated areas, 
no designations 

3 Quite isolated 
location, no 
designations 
within site 
boundary, 
passing traffic 
and nature 
reserve directly 
to north. 

2 

Overview Agricultural land located 
southwest of Knapton 
village 

Site is split in two parts, 
agricultural land in east, 
unknown land use in 
west. Forested area 

 !"#$(



City of York Local Plan    Further Sites Consultation  !"# 2014 
Appendix 8 

 

between both. 
Overall score 13 points 13 points 
Conclusion Medium potential for 

Solar PV 
Medium potential for 
Solar PV 

Recommendation To include the site in the 
Local Plan for solar 
renewable energy 
generation. 

To include the site in the 
Local Plan for solar 
renewable energy 
generation. 
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Site Ref: 772 
Site Name: Knapton Moor, Wetherby Road 

 
Submitted for: Renewable Energy – Solar 
Site Size: 2.4 ha 
Potential Capacity:  1.3 MWp  
Estimated Annual 
Energy Output: 

1,103 MWh 

Recommendation: To include the site in the Local Plan for 
solar renewable energy generation. 
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Site Ref: 750 
Site Name: Land Northwest of Hermitage farmland 

 
Submitted for: Renewable Energy – solar 
Site Size: 9.7 Ha 
Potential Solar Farm Capacity:  6 MWp 
Estimated Annual Energy Output: 5,110 MWh 
Recommendation: To include the site in the Local Plan 

for solar renewable energy 
generation. 
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Site Ref: 178 
Site Name: North Selby Mine 

 
Submitted for: Anaerobic digestion (energy from waste) and 

horticultural glass house.  
Site Size: 23.3 ha 
Officer comment: Detailed comments given as part of the planning 

application process (12/03385/FULM). Considered 
that if planning permission is granted (subject to 
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Sectary of States decision), this site could be 
accommodated within the general extent of the 
Greenbelt and it is therefore not necessary to 
allocate the site within the Local Plan. 

Recommendation: To reflect the decision of the Secretary of State in 
relation to the current planning application 
(12/03385/FULM). Site can be accommodated within 
the general extent of the Greenbelt and therefore 
allocation in the Local Plan is not required. 
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